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The Acropolis Museum
As the media of the world have reported extensively with jubilance, the $200 million New Acropolis Museum, located at the foot of the Sacred Rock with a direct view of the Parthenon, opened its gates to the public on Monday June 22. It is considered the highest-profile cultural project built in Europe in a century. And it is not an acquisition of the Greek people only. As the Greek Minister of Culture noted in his inauguration address, it belongs also to the humanity at large. Designed by Bernard Tschumi, a New York- based architect, the magnificent edifice, made of glass and concrete, is 226,000 square feet large; it replaces the miniscule by comparison old Acropolis Museum erected on the Acropolis itself, next to the Parthenon, in 1874. 
For the benefit of our readers, who may be visiting the new Museum soon, we provide details of its sections and contained collections, as outlined by the Public Affairs Advisor, Office of the Ambassador, Embassy of Greece, in Washington, DC (pages 3-4). 
New Members Reflect Diverse Talents and an Energetic Commitment to Hellenic Culture
True to its interdisciplinary nature and profile, the Hellenic Link, Inc. has accepted in its membership several new members, distinguished in the practice of their different professions, but united in their affection and support of the Hellenic Cultural Heritage. The Bulletin warmly welcomes in the Hellenic Link family the following esteemed new members: Andreas J. Adams, Ed.D., Clinical Assistant Professor, Director, Community Support Services at SUNY Downstate Medical & Health Science Center, Brooklyn Alzheimer’s Disease Assistance Center. Dr. Adams will be active in Hellenic Link’s outreach programs in support of Hellenic Communities and Organizations; George Tsioulias, M. D., Ph. D., F.A.C.S. , Clinical Assistant Professor of Surgery (Surgical Oncology), Mount Sinai School of Medicine. Dr. Tsioulias is the current President of the Hellenic Medical Society of New York. From this post, not only he spearheads unprecedented medical professional endeavors for the benefit of the Hellenic community, but also leads in  cultural, scientific, and ethnic activities on the local, national and international levels. In the context of such activities, he will be devoting energy in cooperative undertakings together with the Hellenic Link, Inc.; Ms. Eleni Kefaliakos, B.A. in Political Science and International Relations, B.A. in French Language and Literature (Double Major), M.A. in Teaching, French;
Ms. Alexandra Kefaliakos, B.A. and M.A. in Foreign Languages Education. The two

polyglot Educators, who are sisters, are serving public education  by teaching French and Spanish, respectively, in High Schools of Long Island, NY. They are also engaged in various aspects of Hellenic Education in the same area of NY.

Elias K. Stefanakos, Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering, Professor and Director, Clean Energy Research Center, College of Engineering, University of South Florida. Prof. Stefanakos’ academic duties include research and development related to renewable energy sources and systems such as, concentrated solar power systems, hydrogen production, photovoltaic energy, solar charging stations, battery testing, etc. He is Associate Editor of the Journal of Solar Energy. Previously, he was Professor and Chairman of his Department (28 faculty members, 500 BS, MS, Ph.D. students), for 15 years. His research publications exceed 400 (refereed journal articles, conference publications, books, book chapters, patents, technical reports, invited presentations). His research projects have been funded by various sponsors to the tune of over 14 million dollars, 7 million alone in support of his investigations on hydrogen. 

His overwhelming professional commitments never prevented him from actively expressing a deep concern for Hellenic matters, cultural as well as scientific. He is Vice President and Member of the Board of Directors of the American Foundation for Greek Language and Culture; throughout his career, he has been supportive of Hellas in the scientific sector. For example, he was the pioneer organizer, and paper contributor (“Impact of Photovoltaic Power Generation on the Energy Needs of Greece”), and the Editor of Proceedings of the Krikos, Inc. Conference “Energy Alternatives for Greece,” New York,

October 11-12, 1980. Ever mindful of the value of Hellenic Civilization and of the need for its preservation through cooperation of concerned present-day Hellenes, he has also joined the Hellenic Link, Inc. We welcome him and all other new members as kindred, co-workers dedicated in the common pursuit of high professional aspirations and of cultural ideals inspired by Hellas. We wish them all well in “multiplication of their given talent” and a happy, unremitting continuation of their missionary zeal in the service of our fellow men and of our precious Hellenic Heritage. 

                                                                                                                                       C. J. E.
Prof. Evangelos Moudrianakis Receives Award for Excellence

On June 17, 2009, Dr. Evangelos Moudrianakis, Joint-Appointed Faculty Professor of Biology and Biophysics at Johns Hopkins University received the outstanding Bodosakis Award of Excellence at a ceremony held at the Academy of Athens in the presence of the President of the Hellenic Republic

Karolos Papoulias. The Award recognizes a most meritorious academic achievement and it is accompanied by a very respectable monetary prize. Dr. Moudrianakis’ and his research team’s work has been centered on the life core (chromosomes and chromatin) structure-function dynamics, as well as on the attendant biological energy transduction: architectural details, assembly, and the control of transcription of the eukaryotic genetic apparatus, which have been probed and significantly elucidated by using a variety of advanced analytical techniques. The contact interface between histones, the basic proteins of nucleosomes, and the “nucleosomal DNA backbone” has been explained in sufficient detail, in the context of a three-

dimensional model.
We extend our warmest congratulations to Dr. Moudrianakis for the superior honor he has received, and
we wish him a most successful continuation of his life-probing studies and a recognition of the highest order by his peers and the public. We do acknowledge with appreciation, that despite his pressing commitments, he finds opportunities from time-to-time to offer constructive suggestions to the Hellenic Link and to its Bulletin.
Blood Drive to Save a 6 Year Old Child: Humanitarian Response Requested

From several readers we received the following humanitarian appeal for presentation in the Bulletin. Adding our own voice of warm recommendation, we do it gladly.
Olga, 6 year old, has been diagnosed with leukemia and currently is a patient at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in NYC. Her treatment and a bone marrow transplant to be performed this summer require regular blood and platelet transfusions. Anyone who can donate blood or platelets for Olga Diyamandoglou

please contact: Mr. Joe Licata, Manager, Blood Donor Program (tel. 212.639.8177). 
The donations shall be designated for Olga Diyamandoglu in the Bloood Donor Room of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.
For more information on blood and platelets donation process and eligibility visit: 
                                                 www.mscc.org/blooddonations 
Olga’s parents will be most grateful for your help.
The New Museum of Acropolis

The Museum contains five Permanent Collections: The Acropolis Slopes, divided into sub-categories on the Settlement, and the Sanctuary; The Acropolis during the Archaic Period, with sub-categories on The Hekatompedon, The Ancient Temple, and the Votives; The Parthenon, with sub-categories on the Monument, The Metopes, The Pediments, and The Frieze; Other Monuments of the Classical Acropolis, with sub-categories on The Propylaia, The Temple of Athena Nike, and the Erechtheion: and Other Collections, with sub-categories on the Sanctuary of Artemis Vravronia, The Votives of the Classical and Hellenistic Periods, and the Votives of the Roman Period.
Other Monuments of the Classical Acropolis. The main monuments are the Propylaia, The Temple of Athena Nike and The Erechtheion. The Propylaia, the monumental entrance to the Acropolis, were built in 437-432 BC, following the designs of Mnesikles, in order to replace the earlier gateway. In 427-423 BC,
The Temple of Athena Nike was built, perhaps by the architect Kallikrates, on the bastion southwest of the Propylaia, to replace an earlier small temple on the same site. The Erechtheion is the last of the Periclean buildings. Construction began during the Peace of Nicias (421-415) and ended after 410 BC.
The Propylaia

In the Propylaia stood works of art made by great sculptors, like the statue of the Hermes Propylaios by Alcamenes. The building consisted of a central section flanked by two wings. The main building featured five openings. The central opening was the widest to accommodate the passing of the Panathenaic procession and sacrificial animals. The north wing had an anteroom and a spacious hall known as the Pinakotheke. This was probably a recreational area with paintings on the walls and couches with tables, where visitors could rest. The south wing had to be reduced due to the Temple of Athena Nike.
The Temple of Athena Nike
The Temple of Athena Nike is an exquisitely proportioned temple in the Ionic order, with four monolithic columns at the east and west fronts. As the epithet Nike (victory) implies, here Athena was worshipped as the goddess who stands by the Athenians in time of war. The Temple housed a wooden cult statue of the Goddess, who held a helmet in one hand, symbol of war, and a branch of of pomegranate tree in the other, symbol of peace. The temple had sculptures on the pediment and the frieze. Only a few fragments of the pediment sculptures are preserved. The east frieze represents the Olympian Gods and the other three sides of the frieze picture battle scenes.
The Erechtheion

The area around the the Erechtheion was considered the most sacred of the Acropolis. The Erechtheion mwas a complete marble building in the Ionic order, an exceptional art work. The eastern part of of the Temple was dedicated to Athena, whilst the the western part was dedicated to local hero Boutes, Hephaistos and other gods and heroes. Thus, the Erechtheion was a temple with multiple functions, housing older and newer cults, and the site of the ‘Sacred Tokens,’ the marks made by Poseidon’s trident
and the olive tree of Athena. A building inscription on the Erechtheion refers to the Caryatids simply as Korai (maidens), while the name Caryatids was assigned at a later time. The second statue of the Korai

from the western section was removed by Lord Elgin in 1801 and is today located in the British Museum.
Other Collections. They include the Sanctuary of Artemis Vravronia, the Votives of the Classical and Hellenistic Periods and the Votives of the Roman Period.
The Sanctuary of Artemis Vravronia
Artemis Brauronia (Vravronia) was the goddess protecting expectant mothers and women in confinement.
Her main sanctuary was located in Brauron, in Attica. The sanctuary on the Acropolis was founded at the time of the tyrant Peisistratos, who originated from Brauron (modern-day Vravronas). The cella housed the wooden statue (xoanon) of the Goddess, similar to the one in her Brauron temple. According to Pausanias, a second statue of Artemis, carved by Praxiteles, was added in 346 BC. The colossal head of that statue is on display in the Museum.

The Votives of the Classical & Hellenistic Periods

Exquisite sculptures of the Classical Period are mostly made from copper. Most of the votives on the Acropolis of the Classical Period and of subsequent periods have disappeared. Several sculptures are identified with original works that were found on the Rock of the Acropolis. Amongst them stands the statue of Prokne and Itys, a work attributed to the famous sculptor Alcamenes. Other statues have survived in a fragmentary state, like the statue of the Kallisto, another work by Alcamenes, or the fragment of the statue of the so-called Aphrodite-Sosandra by Kalamis. Another exquisite work is the portrait of Alexander, possibly ascribed to the sculptor Leochares.
The Votives of the Roman Period
Throughout the Roman period, the Acropolis retained the appearance it had in is heyday. Ir also preserved most of its dedications, unlike other Greek cities and sanctuaries, whose artistic treasures were plundered and and transferred to Italy, mostly to adorn public buildings. At the same time, a series of new dedications
were added to the earlier ones. These were portraits of emperors, generals and other officials, portraits of philosophers, orators and priests, as well as images of individuals who benefited the city or distinguished themselves in athletic and other events.
                                               ------------------------------
FAITH ENDOWMENT SPONSORS NEW SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM:
We are pleased to bring to the attention of our readers the following Announcement on student Scholarships offered by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese

 “Faith: An Endowment for Orthodoxy and Hellenism” is pleased to announce a series of academic scholarships and travel fellowships for young people throughout the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America for academic excellence and leadership in 2009.

In 2007, Faith launched one of its most prominent funding initiatives by underwriting several merit-based scholarship awards offered by the Archdiocese to the graduating valedictorians and salutatorians of its parochial schools. The Faith Scholarships for Academic Excellence are merit-based scholarships designated for educational purposes and underscore the commitment to excellence in education throughout the Archdiocese. This year, Faith increased its funding for the scholarship programs to include Greek Orthodox valedictorians of any public or private high school in the United States.  For more information and to download an application visit

http://www.goarch.org/special/2009faithscholarships
An International Conference of Experts Concerned with Byzantine Studies
According to a Press Release of the Municipality of Athens, which circumstantially came to our attention, a Conference of global scope took place in Athens on June 25-27, 2009.

It was the second of a series under the general title “Greece in the World” organized

by the Cultural Organization of the Municipality of Athens (Director, Angelos Moschonas) with the cooperation of the “Megaron Mousikis” Organzation and support of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Culture, and Education. The Conference was devoted to a comprehensive cultural consideration of Byzantium in the context of contemporary world interest. The thematic units of the Conference were: 1.   Byzantine Studies Today,2.   Byzantium and Science Today,   3.   Byzantine Studies and Orthodox Tradition, 4.   The Continuation of Byzantium and Carriers of its Survival,   5. Management of the Cultural Heritage of Byzantium,  6. Cultural Influences of Byzantium,  7.   Byzantine Culture in the Museums of the World,   8.  Byzantine Studies and Contemporary Technology, and  9. Conclusions.  
These are research aspects of great interest to Hellenism, as is presently preoccupied to adeptly meet the tough challenges of a pervasive multiculturalism in all phases of its historical development. We hope that the Proceedings of this Conference, as indeed those of the 2008 Conference, will be published and become available to scholars as well as to the interested public for its enlightenment   
Attention: Nutritionists, Physicians, and All Interested Readers
The President of the Center for Genetics, Nutrition and Health, Artemis P. Simopoulos, M. D.  informs us
that the 3rd Congress of the International Society of Nutrigenetics/Nutrigenomics will be held in October 2009

For information, you can visit the site: http://event.cabezongroup.com/meeting/2009/ISNN/ 
                                       URGENT ANNOUNCEMENT
                                 FOR THE 3rd INTERNATIONAL MEETING

                  GLOBAL HELLENIC MEDICAL & BIOSCIENCES NETWORK

   Those interested in attending the Third Global Medical Conference must register at:

                                      http:// ghmbnathens2009.weebly.com  
                          Global Hellenic Medical & Biosciences Forum

                                     3rd International Meeting, Lagonissi Attikis

                                                       September 3-5, 2009

A wonderful cooperation in the medical sector is developing between Greece and the Greeks abroad. Thanks to the initiative of the Greek Minister of Health and the consistent enthusiastic response of the Hellenic Medical and Biomedical Societies around the world (initially, more than fifteen), the 3rd International Meeting of the Global Hellenic Medical & Biosciences Network (GHMN) will be convened in Lagonisi, Attikis, September 3-5, 2009. This Conference, administratively under the care of the Minister of Health and Social Solidarity Mr. Demetrios Avramopoulos, will take place under the aegis of the President of the Hellenic Republic, Dr. Karolos Papoulias. The Conference constitutes a step of positive progress in the implementation and further articulation of the decisions taken at the 1st (Founding) Forum of the Network in Kos (June 2007).

The 3-day Conference aims at strengthening the ties among Hellene Medical Doctors and Bioscientists residing and working around the world, for enhancing their cooperation in research and applied medical practice and their liaison and coordination in promoting programs of international programs of medical training and exchange, and in reviewing the latest research findings in key medical problems of international concern. Such problems and prospects of new therapeutic interventions to be reviewed include cancer, immunological disorders, cardiovascular and metabolic diseases, neurological and psychiatric diseases. In addition, this Conference will focus on stem cell research, current and future trends, clinical applications, including their ethical aspects and the legal framework of operation of stem cell banks.

On the organizational side, the participants of the Conference will consider legislative, operational, and medical practice aspects, transfer of medical knowledge and expertise, and the formation of a consensus as to how the Network may contribute to the enhancement of the healthcare system in Greece. 

The above conference goals were conceived, outlined and included in the Kos Founding Declaration. In the forthcoming Conference, a determined step will be taken for the legal incorporation of the Network and voting on its Constitution, in which the detailed Objectives will be expressed.

The Hellenic Link, Inc. which participates in the Network with its members who are Medical Doctors and/or Biomedical Scientists, rejoices for the prospects that hopefully will be the fruits of  this Conference and of subsequent efforts. From the standpoint of global Hellenism the further development of the Network is of paramount importance. Quoting the Kos Founding Declaration,[ the Greek Physicians Abroad] “enounce that with today’s Founding Act, a new chapter is forming for the Ecumenical Hellenism and the Greeks of the Diaspora, for the cooperation and promotion of the goals of the Global Hellenic Community.” With respect to this highly desirable future outcome which should be duly emphasized, it is timely and appropriate to remind our members and all participants of the 2009 Conference the Draft Proposal-Resolution submitted to the 2007 Founding Meeting  by the HL delegate members Dimitrios Oreopoulos, M.D., Ph. D., Distinguished Professor of Medicine, University of Toronto Medical School, and Constantine J. Efthymiou, Ph. D. ,Professor of Microbiology (Ret.), St. John’s University, NY:

 “Hellenism is currently challenged to keep its cultural heritage and language flourishing and contributing to the welfare of humanity, effectively participating in multicultural competition on a global scale.
 The specific tasks entailed by this challenge call for concerted action of all Hellenes living either in Greece or abroad. Medical Doctors of Hellenic descent living and professionally engaged in countries abroad can have a great social impact and influence due to their high level of education and the humanistic concern of their vocational practice. In this regard, in view of their Hellenic cultural background, they can be prime movers for a Hellenic Cultural as well as Educational Renaissance in their communities. They can participate in first rate collaborative-research programs, but also be ready to respond to communities in distress by collectively extending critical medical and healthcare assistance. They can take initiatives to establish programs of Greek language instruction, whether in the traditional setting of a school or in the mode of current technology-mediated online distance learning. They can aid the improvement of Hellenic culture and language curricula. They can sponsor enlightening lectures to their respective communities on scientific, medical, social, and ethnic themes of great social value and of captivating interest. They can also participate in the projection of the historical contribution to Medicine and Science of ancient and modern Greeks through publications. 

The Hellenic Link, Inc., which has been privileged to work together with the Hellenic Medical Society of New York constructively in projects falling within the above scientific and cultural frame, recommends to the Forum  to consider the creation of a suitable organizational framework to plan and carry out medical, cultural and educational activities at a national and an international level in the spirit described above.”

                 Proposal Submitted to the Global Hellenic Medical Network Founding Forum

                                                         Kos, Greece - June 10, 2007 

                                       THE HELLENIC LINK, Inc.                  

         A NON PROFIT CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATION 

                            OF HELLENES AND PHILHELLENES
                                  INCORPORATED IN DELAWARE

               Suite No. 278, 38-11 Ditmars Blvd, Astoria, New York 11105  Web Site:  

                     http://www.helleniclink.org , Email: info@helleniclink.org ,

                                               Contact Telephone : (718) 217- 428
Professionals and students in every discipline or field of endeavor, whether of Greek Descent or Philhellenes, are cordially invited to join the Hellenic Link, Inc. as members. It is quite easy and useful! Just contact us at any of  our indicated addresses.
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